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Barrier-free access to foundation-funded research advances innovation 

and helps create a world where everyone has the opportunity to lead a 

healthy and productive life. 

Why Open Access is important to the Foundation   



What Open Access means to the Foundation  

• As a Plan S adopting funder our policy will adopt these principles in the next year  

Open Access terms  

CC-BY license  

Immediately available – no 
embargo 

Underlying data is open  

Twitter: @ashleydfarley 



 Much research is not accessible – behind paywalls 

 Long delays in sharing new findings 

 Biases and conflicts in anonymous editorial decisions 

 Lack of data supporting the findings  hard to verify & reuse 

 Much good research never published  skews our understanding 

 Significant research waste 

 

 

Gates Open Research aims to:  increase research quality, boost collaboration, speed up the research process, 

make the assessment of  research more transparent, and promote public access to scientific results 

Challenges with the Existing Publishing System 





HOW DOES IT WORK?  

Post-publication peer review: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Peer review after publication (no ‘Editor’, in-house pre-pub checks) 

• Fully transparent peer review (referee names, report and rating)  

• Access to source data 

• Versioning (also in PubMed) for revisions, corrections, updates 

Passed  

peer review 

PubMed 



PUBLICATION WITHOUT DELAY 

Version and peer 

review status 

Article immediately 

citable 

Usage data 



INNOVATION & SPEED EXAMPLE  









WELCOME TO 
GATEWAYS  

• What they are 
 

• Customizable  
 

• Currently soft-launched 
 



WELCOME TO 
GATEWAYS  

• Provides detailed 
information about the 
research 
 

• Links to recent articles  
 

• Potential to link to more  
 



WHAT DO 
DOCUMENTS LOOK 

LIKE?  

• Not peer-reviewed  

 

• Usage Metrics 

 

• Associated Metadata 

 

• Assigned a DOI   

 

• Connected to Gates 
grant/contract number 

 



Trust   

TomVMorris 

Twitter: @ashleydfarley 



The Future   




