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Preprints   

are manuscripts 

shared online 

before the 

completion of 

journal-organized 

peer review.  
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Total number of 
preprints on 

bioRχiv* 

 

40,000 
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posted on bioRχiv  

every month* 

  

Growth over the 
past 4 years* 
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Preprint use is increasing fast in the life 
sciences 
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Problems 

@HindleSamantha |  @PREreview_ |  #PREreview 

v1 

1. Preprint feedback is 
not common 

Author Readers 

2. Researchers are rarely 
trained in peer review 

? 

3. ECRs are not part of  
the picture 



Solutions 
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Collaborative peer review at 
journal clubs 

v2 

Journal Club Author 

LivePREJCs! 

Making peer review more inclusive and diverse by: 
• bringing the community together 

• including authors in a live discussion 

• providing ways for ECRs to get involved 

Next LivePREJC: 14th December, 5pm GMT 
Join us here 

https://prereview.org/users/153686/articles/326789-present-and-past-liveprejcs-prereview-s-community-live-streamed-preprint-journal-clubs


Solutions 
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One-to-one 
calls 

Community 
calls & 
expert 

webinars 

Interactive Peer Review  
training program 

Training resources and 
guidelines 



Solutions 

@HindleSamantha |  @PREreview_ |  #PREreview 

Connect ECRs with journal editors 

v2 

Author 

Reviewer #1 

Reviewer #2 

Reviewer #3 Published 

Trained 

Community Reviewers 

PREreviews are linked  
& acknowledged on  
the preprint page 



PREreview.org, a community and a platform to: 

- Encourage  discussions around preprints and help with peer-review training for ECRs 

- Provide  guidelines on how to start a preprint JC and how to write a constructive peer review 

- Post preprint reviews with a free DOI so they are citable and easy to share  

Daniela Monica 

@HindleSamantha |  @PREreview_ |  #PREreview 

https://www.prereview.org


What’s next? 

 
● Launching our Peer Review Mentoring Program: please join us! 

 
● Rapid PREreviews: collaboration with 

@HindleSamantha |  @PREreview_ |  #PREreview 



www.prereview.org 

contact@prereview.org 

@PREreview_ 

@HindleSamantha |  @PREreview_ |  #PREreview 

Add and verify your journal’s 
preprint & peer review  

policies today! 

@TRANSPOSEsci 

Thank you! 

http://www.prereview.org
mailto:contact@prereview.org
https://twitter.com/prereview_?lang=en
https://twitter.com/transposesci


preLights: a new community 

platform for preprint highlights 

Teresa Rayón (preLighter – EMBO training fellow) 

The Francis Crick Institute 

STM London 6 December 2018 



Some challenges with preprints 

Public commenting on preprints 

is not happening 

Difficult to keep up with 

preprint literature 



Early-career researchers are at the heart of preLights 

Championing preprints & open science Building a resource of preprint 

highlights for the community 
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preLights: News & Views type of articles for preprints 

Preprint information 

& link 

preLighter profile (link) 

Short engaging summary of 

the preprint 



preLights: News & Views type of articles for preprints 

my take on  

 

Questions to the preprint 

author 



preLights: News & Views type of articles for preprints 

Author’s response to questions 

 

preLights posts are linked in bioRxiv 

 



From preprint to publication 

PUBLISHED Sep 20, 2018 

POSTED Jan 11, 2018 



Prelight used in author’s response to referees 



Early-career researchers are at the heart of preLights 

Championing preprints & open science Building a resource of preprint 

highlights for the community 



Championing preprints & open science 

Commentaries and blog posts Meeting up at conferences 

Discussions, giving feedback to 

each other 



So far the preLights ‘experiment’ is encouraging 

Initial stats on preLights: 

•Launched end of February 2018 

•90 ‘preLighters’ 

•>200 posts after 8 months 

•30% of posts feature an author’s response 

•~2000 views per week 

•>2000 followers on twitter 

•Feedback from community has been hugely positive 

“Wonderful! This is a game changer”          “It looks fantastic!” 

“I do like the ‘Author’s Response’ section”     “great initiative” 

“Showing how preprints allow for the evolution of the scientific publishing model” 



Apply to join the team of 

preLighters! 

Thank you 



JOURNAL REVIEW CLUB 

Emma Shumeyko 

Managing Editor 

American Society for Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics 



WHAT IS IT? 

An interactive session, focusing on a recently published article, 
that 

▪provides real-world review practice alongside insights from 
the author, 

▪highlights the impact and importance of peer-review, 

▪engages early career members (and reviewers and authors!), 
and 

▪answers questions about how peer review works from inside 
the editorial office. 
 



HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Participants receive a 
copy of the manuscript 
as it was submitted to 
the journal and are 
asked to come to the 
session prepared with 
their own comments on 
the manuscript.  
 

 

Review Form 
▪ Decision Recommendation (Reject, 

Major Revision, Minor Revision, 
Accept) 

▪ Quality of Science (Please rate the 
quality of science of this manuscript on 
a scale of 1 (low) - 5 (high)) 

▪ Comments on article's potential 
impact  

▪ Remarks to the Author 

 



HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Session Agenda 

1. Introduction and overview 

2. Summary of the paper 

3. Review/comments discussion 

4. Author perspective of 
review/comments and explanation 
of revision process  

5. Discussion on benefits of the peer 
review process  

 

Additional Materials 

1. Original review comments   

2. Tracked changes manuscript  

3. Author’s Response to Reviewer 
comments 

4. Published paper  

 



KEYS FOR SUCCESS 

▪Great facilitator  

▪Right manuscript  

▪Face-to-face, in person or virtually 

▪Limited participants (10-12 ideal) 

▪Relaxed, comfortable atmosphere 



THANK YOU! 

emma@ascpt.org 



In Review – unlocking the 
potential behind early sharing 
 

Amye Kenall 

6 December 2018 
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Cover image 

Please select the cover image you 
require from the following selection: 
• 5 x Discovery stories (SN) 
• 5 X Transformer images (SN) 

 
Once you have chosen the cover image 
move the associated Thank you page 
to the end of the presentation and 
delete all the other cover and thank 
you pages. 
 
Printing 

When printing the deck you can 
reduce ink use by selecting: 
• Ctrl p (print) 
• Change the option to greyscale 
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Springer Nature and the early sharing space 
 

2000 2017 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 

Nature Precedings 

Protocols Exchange 

Under 
Consideration 
from Nature 
Comms 

BMC experiments with early 
preprint via "Deposited Article"  

Partnership 
with bioRxiv 
via journal 
links 3% 
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Even after a Statement on data sharing during 

public health emergencies signed by Springer 

Nature, Wellcome, and many others, only 3% of 

publications across both outbreaks were 

associated with preprints.  

 

Of those that were made available, most were 

available more than 100 days before 

publication. 

Publications with preprints — the Ebola and Zika outbreaks 
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More than a nice practice, sharing early is a necessary 
condition of openness 



37 

Powered by Research Square and developed in partnership with BMC, In Review aims to 

open up the peer review process to authors and beyond. The first service of its kind, In 

Review will provide authors with on-demand access to the granular status of their 

manuscript, including number of reviewers invited and immediate access to reviewer 

reports, and will allow authors to showcase their work to funders and others and to engage 

the wider community for comment and collaboration while their manuscript is under 

review. 

 

The In Review platform 
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Tour of In Review 
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Author opt-in 
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Public Article page 
Editorial badges 

Journal status 

Hypothes.is 
annotations 

Review history – updated 
in real time whenever 
there is a status change 

https://www.researchsquare.com/company/publishers/pre-publication-platform 

https://www.researchsquare.com/article/66dd10da-97b7-4945-986f-251c5063f22c/v3
https://www.researchsquare.com/company/publishers/pre-publication-platform
https://www.researchsquare.com/company/publishers/pre-publication-platform
https://www.researchsquare.com/company/publishers/pre-publication-platform
https://www.researchsquare.com/company/publishers/pre-publication-platform
https://www.researchsquare.com/company/publishers/pre-publication-platform
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Author view 

Suggest Reviewers – 
Allows authors to suggest 
reviewers if their paper is 
held up 

Full Peer Review History - 
Updated as soon as a 
review or decision is 
received  

https://preprints.estaging.sqr.io/article/9f3a2e1b-1b08-4953-85c7-433d5335b8c2
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Journal In Review browse page 
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Feedback so far 

• First opt in 2 hrs after launching 

• Over 100 articles opted in within first 3 weeks 

• Opt in rate to early sharing: 3% → 44% 

• Lots of positive feedback on twitter 

 

Journal Submissions to "In Review" Total Submissions (since 18 Oct) Opt-in rate (%) 

Trials 29 126 23% 

BMC Neurology 45 89 51% 

BMC Anaesthesiology 43 74 58% 

BMC Ophthalmology 48 90 53% 

TOTAL 165 379 44% 

Pilot opt in rate, 19 November 
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Majority of opt-ins are coming from China and Asia generally 

 

#TrialsJournal launches innovative #preprint 
#platform. Great idea! @MedicalEvidence 
@shauntreweek @GrimshawJeremy Tianjing Li 
@JohnsHopkinsEPI 

  

Very interesting concept. Hope it becomes the 
new standard so we can stop frantically checking 
our papers' status. #open #PeerReview 

  

This is a great pilot! Your work gets a DOI (similar 
to a preprint) while it is undergoing peer review 
@BioMedCentral 

 

“Cool. It’s a little like F1000’s approach but on 
steroids.”  

  

 

Positive qualitative feedback 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/TrialsJournal?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TrialsJournal?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/preprint?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/preprint?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/platform?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/platform?src=hash
https://twitter.com/MedicalEvidence
https://twitter.com/MedicalEvidence
https://twitter.com/shauntreweek
https://twitter.com/shauntreweek
https://twitter.com/GrimshawJeremy
https://twitter.com/GrimshawJeremy
https://twitter.com/JohnsHopkinsEPI
https://twitter.com/JohnsHopkinsEPI
https://twitter.com/hashtag/open?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/open?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PeerReview?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PeerReview?src=hash
https://twitter.com/BioMedCentral
https://twitter.com/BioMedCentral
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 Next steps 

• Expand journal participation—at Springer Nature and beyond—creating a cross-publisher 
service 

• Migration of Protocols Exchange and Nature Precedings (early January) 

• Offer ‘Direct Submission’ pathway so that authors can post preprints directly 

• Offer author tools such as automated language assessment and reproducibility checks 

• Expand community review functionality 

• Work with you — to ensure we are providing an “approved platform that supports 
immediate publication of the complete manuscript” before peer review (new OA policy 
requirement #4) 
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The story behind the image 

Marie Curie (1867–1934) 

In a scientific world still dominated by men, Marie Curie shone 
not only as an extraordinary pioneer in the field of 
radioactivity, but also as a trailblazing female scientist. A 
French-Polish chemist and physicist, Curie discovered two new 
elements, polonium and radium, and revolutionised our 
understanding of radioactivity, the process by which unstable 
atoms decay by emitting energy in the form of radiation. The 
first person of either gender to win or share two Nobel Prizes, 
Curie is one of the most renowned scientists of a generation, 
whose influences can be seen throughout many areas of 
modern science, from particle physics to medicine.  

 

Thank you 

Questions? 

Updating footer 
To update the footer: 
• Click into the text box on the slide 

master page and update the 
information 

Checking updates 

• The text updates will not flow through 
to all the slide layouts as some have 
been placed manually. Therefore you 
may need to manually update other 
text boxes such as the divider slides etc 

 


