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What is RA21? 

ÅRA21:  Resource Access for the 21st Century  

ÅJoint initiative of the International Association of STM Publishers (STM) 
and the National Information Standards Organization (NISO) 

ÅAimed at optimizing access protocols across key stakeholder groups 

ÅCorporate and university subscribers, libraries, software vendors, 
publishers, identity federation operators, etc. 

ÅPurpose: To a facilitate seamless user experience beyond IP address 
recognition, supporting network security and user privacy 



ÅImitate print experience for libraries 
and users 

ÅOptimized for ease of use and 
removal of barriers to encourage 
migration from print to digital 

 

ÅIP address recognition became the 
de facto industry standard for site 
access 

 Late 20th Century: from print to digital 



Early 21st Century: digital and remote 

ÅTechnology evolved 

ÅGrowing diversified scholarly eco-system 

ÅMultiple entry points, e.g. mobile and 
remote access 

ÅChanging user expectations and behavior 

ÅSignificant growth of usage outside of 
corporate/campus networks 



RA21 Problem Statement 

ÅIP-based access management increasingly problematic 

ÅNo seamless access from any device, location, or search engine 

ÅInconsistent and confusing patchwork of access solutions while off of 
the corporate/campus network (e.g. VPN servers, Proxy servers, 
Shibboleth) 

ÅIncreasing volume of illegal downloads and piracy 

ÅLack of user data to develop user-focused, personalized services 



How a user experiences access to resources on campus 
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How a user experiences access to resources off campus 
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How a user experiences access to resources off campus 


