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Chapter 1: Introduction
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This introductory chapter gives an overview of the purpose and structure of the book.
Nurses have a central role to play in helping patients to manage the demands of the
procedures described in this manual. We also need to be mindful of the evidence upon
which we are basing the care we deliver. We hope that through increasing the clarity with
which the evidence for the procedures in this edition are presented you will be better able
to underpin the care you deliver to your patients in your day-to-day practice.
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This introductory chapter gives an overview of the purpose and structure of the book. Nurses have a central role to play in helping
patients to manage the demands of the procedures described in this manual. We also need to be mindful of the evidence upon which
we are basing the care we deliver. We hope that through increasing the clarity with which the evidence for the procedures in this
edition are presented you will be better able to underpin the care you deliver to your patients in your day-to-day practice.

The chapter also highlights how the risk management implications of the areas of practice are now integrated into each chapter. The
chapter then goes on to explain how the structure of the book is organized into three broad sections that represent, as far as possible,
the needs of a patient along their care pathway.

The first edition of The Royal Marsden Hospital Manual of Clinical Nursing Procedures was produced in the early 1980s as a core
procedure manual for safe nursing practice within The Royal Marsden Hospital, the first cancer hospital in the world. Implicit behind
that first edition was the drive to ensure that patients received the very best care — expertise in carrying out clinical procedures
combined with an attitude of respect and compassion.

Thirty years later these attitudes are still fundamental. The Chief Nurse Jane Cummings has ‘committed to make sure all patients
receive the very best care with compassion and clinical skill’ (DH co1-bib-0003). The values and behaviours of this compassionate
practice are: Care, Compassion, Competence, Communication, Courage and Commitment - the 6Cs (DH co1-bib-0003). This
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Show custom procedures only

Abdominal examination

Arterial cannula insertion: preparation and setting up of monitoring set

Arterial cannula: removal
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Measuring the weight and height of the patient

Medication: intramuscular injection

Medication: multidose vial: powder preparation using equilibrium method

Medication: nasal drop administration

Medication: oral drug administration







