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The Euphemisms 

“unattributed overlap” 

an “approach” 

“a duplicate of a paper that has already been 
published”…by other authors 

“significant originality issue” 

“Some sentences…are directly taken from other 
papers, which could be viewed as a form of 
plagiarism” 

 



Retractions on the Rise 

http://pmretract.heroku.com/byyear 



How Long Do Retractions Take? 

http://jme.bmj.com/content/early/2010/12/23/jme.2010.040923 
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Anonymity 

http://www.labtimes.org/labtimes/issues/lt2011/lt07/lt_2011_07_39_39.pdf 



Anonymity 

http://www.labtimes.org/labtimes/issues/lt2011/lt07/lt_2011_07_39_39.pdf 

“I think it is critical that people identify themselves in order for 

the EIC to know who is bringing about the accusation with 

regards to misconduct. As my students ... can tell you, 

misconduct, including self-plagiarism, can and has ruined 

careers. Hence, it is imperative that these cases are handled 

appropriately and often this includes contacting the accusing 

party.”  

   – Eric Murphy, editor-in-chief, Lipids 



The Rise of Post-Publication Peer Review 



…but runs a 739-word correction involving most of the 
figures. 
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Does Public Scrutiny Matter? 

https://peerj.com/articles/313/ 



Solutions 

• Stop the proliferation of pre-publication peer-
reviewed journals 

• Embrace post-publication peer review 

• Hire better lawyers 

• Change scientific incentives 


