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STM welcomes Professor Hargreaves Review on Intellectual Property: Digital
Opportunity and applauds his recognition of the significant role that IP can
play in economic growth. The goal of the review, to make the UK an
attractive environment for the holders of IP to work and develop their
businesses, is also one which STM strongly supports.

At a time when many STM members are experiencing difficulties with digital
piracy, the recommendations that the UK and its trading partners put a
greater emphasis on enforcement of intellectual property rights are
applauded. We also support the recommendations that copyright exceptions
in the UK be narrow and tailored to remain in line with international treaties
and European Union legislation. STM members, many of whom are SMEs
themselves, support and are deeply engaged in the “innovation agenda” by
providing scores of new information tools and services, and we anticipate
providing further information on how quality information supports innovation
broadly.

“STM has long supported an evidence-based approach to policy formulation,”
said Michael Mabe commenting o n the release of the Hargreaves Report.
“We look forward to working with the UK government to get better data and
facts and to dispel notion that innovation is hampered by excessive copyright
protection.”

1) Hargreaves report: http://www.ipo.gov.uk/ipreview.htm

2) Publishers Association statement

http://www.publishers.org.uk/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=1769:har
greaves-review-of-ip-publishes-final-report&catid=503:pa-press-releases-and-
comments&Itemid=1618

---Ends---

STM is the leading global trade association for academic and professional publishers. It has
over 110 members in 21 countries who each year collectively publish nearly 66% of all
journal articles and tens of thousands of monographs and reference works. STM members
include learned societies, university presses, private companies, new starts and established
players. For more information, visit: http://www.stm-assoc.org.
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