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On 4 July 2013, STM issued a revised Statement on Document Delivery (at http://www.stm-
assoc.org/2013_07_04_STM_Statement_on_Document_Delivery.pdf), in which it re-iterated its 
support for free access to STM journal articles by qualifying institutions in least developed countries 
as determined by the United Nations under the Research4Life programme.  The STM member 
publishers which are signatories to this Statement wish to extend this benefit to all document 
deliveries carried out by themselves or by their licensees or distributors to institutions registered by 
Research4Life in those least developed countries. 
 
Each publisher which is a signatory to this Statement hereby notifies all public libraries and libraries 
affiliated to educational institutions which are open to the public and those registered institutions 
served by the Research4Life programme in least developed countries identified by the United Nations 
that deliveries of journal articles to those registered institutions may be carried out free of royalties or 
copyright fees which may otherwise have been due to it, on the terms and conditions set out in this 
Statement. 
 
• Research4Life is a public-private partnership of the WHO, FAO, UNEP, WIPO, Cornell and 

Yale Universities and the International Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical 
Publishers, and the collective name for the four programmes – HINARI, AGORA, OARE and 
ARDI – which provides developing countries with free or low cost access to academic and 
professional peer-reviewed content online - www.research4life.org/about/.  
 

• “Least developed countries” are the countries determined by the United Nations from time to 
time, for so long as they are determined as such.  
 

• “Registered institutions” are not-for-profit institutions located in least developed countries and 
which are registered with Research4Life, for so long as they are so registered. 
 

• In order to avail themselves of this benefit, persons undertaking deliveries to registered 
institutions, whether directly or through an intermediary, may not charge the registered user for 
anything other than the direct cost in reproducing and delivering the copy, and must require of 
the receiving institution that they will deal with the copy on the same terms and conditions as 
their licence with Research4Life, namely that the copy is not to be used for commercial purposes 
and that the copy is not to be passed on to others. 

 
• Consent of the signatory publisher for any delivery to a registered institution under this benefit, 

or any other form of rights clearance, is not required.  
 
As at the date of this Statement, the least developed countries determined by the United Nations and 
which are referred to herein are (country and date of inclusion on the list): 
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1. Afghanistan 1971 
2. Angola 1994 
3. Bangladesh 1975 
4. Benin 1971 
5. Bhutan 1971 
6. Burkina Faso 1971 
7. Burundi 1971 
8. Cambodia 1991 
9. Central African Rep. 1975 
10. Chad 1971 
11. Comoros 1977 
12. Dem. Rep. of the Congo 1991 
13. Djibouti 1982 
14. Equatorial Guinea 1982 
15. Eritrea 1994 
16. Ethiopia 1971 
17. Gambia 1975 

18. Guinea 1971 
19. Guinea-Bissau 1981 
20. Haiti 1971 
21. Kiribati 1986 
22. Lao People's Dem. Rep. 1971 
23. Lesotho 1971 
24. Liberia 1990 
25. Madagascar 1991 
26. Malawi 1971 
27. Mali 1971 
28. Mauritania 1986 
29. Mozambique 1988 
30. Myanmar 1987 
31. Nepal 1971 
32. Niger 1971 
33. Rwanda 1971 

34. Sao Tome and Principe 1982 
35. Senegal 2000 
36. Sierra Leone 1982 
37. Solomon Islands 1991 
38. Somalia 1971 
39. South Sudan 2012 
40. Sudan 1971 
41. Timor-Leste 2003 
42. Togo 1982 
43. Tuvalu 1986 
44. Uganda 1971 
45. United Rep. of Tanzania 1971 
46. Vanuatu 1985 
47. Yemen 1971 
48. Zambia 1991 

 
Source: https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/ldc/ldc_list.pdf, accessed 4 March 2014. 
 
Publisher signatories/ imprints: 
 
The publishers who have signed below have agreed with these provisions to extend copyright fee-free 
document delivery by its licensees to Research4Life registered institutions in least developed 
countries determined by the United Nations.   
 
Signatory Publisher and/or imprint/division 
 
AIP Publishing 
American Society of Clinical Oncology  
Brill 
British Medical Journal 
CABI 
Elsevier 
Hogrefe Verlag 
ICE Publishing 
IOP Publishing 
IWA Publishing 
Massachusetts Medical Society 
Oxford University Press 
Springer Science & Business Media 
Springer Publishing Company 
Taylor & Francis  
Georg Thieme Verlag and Thieme Medical Publishers 
John Wiley & Sons 
Wolters Kluwer Health (Medical Research)  
 
 
 


