
International Association of  

Scientific, Technical & Medical Publishers  

The Voice of Academic and Professional Publishing 

JBJS Case 

Connector 

Semantics and curation yield  

an early warning system  

for orthopaedic surgeons 

http://www.stm-assoc.org/




Learning Our Audience 





The Major Mode of Work 

“A journey from 

theory to evidence.” 



The Problem 

• Orthopaedic surgeons represent 3% 

of all physicians 

• Orthopaedic procedures account for 

more than 40% of CPT codes 

• Yet, like in most specialties, editors 

turn their noses up at case reports 

• Perhaps we haven’t been thinking of 

them properly 



Old Approach to Cases 

• Old Way – Cases were isolated 

reports of very strange conditions 

meant to illustrate a point of anatomy 

or physiology 

• Rejection rate for cases was > 90% 

• Published (and thought of) as “filler” 



New Approach to Cases 

• New Way – Cases are the start of 

trends, can provide insights over 

time, can act as “early warning 

system” in orthopaedics 

• Rejection rate now ~65% 

• Archive integrated 

• More than 3,000 cases now 

semantically linked 



Hello, Semantics 



Long Lists, Strong Filters 



Devices a Main Focus 



• Launched in May 2011 

• Delay in getting dedicated editor 

aboard 

• New editor started in Fall 2012 

• Editorial redefining cases published 

January 2013 

• Traffic increasing  

• New features launching 

 



Traffic Growing Steadily 



Case Connections 



Case Connections 



Moving to Early Warning 

• Connections could provide an early 

warning to clinicians and researchers 

• Recalls occur because a number of 

cases are connected 

• Studies start with initial observations 

and resulting hypotheses 

• Semantics make it possible to 

contemplate this approach 



Concerns and Questions 

• False-positive 

• False-negative 

• Self-fulfilling prophecy 



Prototype 

• Predicated on the “weather” analogy 

• “Watch” is “possible” 

• “Warning” is “likely” 

• Judgment call for now 

• Prototype helped us understand 

verbiage, boundaries, presentation 

issues 



Other Ideas 

• Video cases 

• Cases data extraction 

• Map of case sources 

• Webinar on how to write a case study 



Next Steps 

• Watch for more patterns 

• Curate more cases 

• Integrate more cases via semantics 

• Build the “Case Connector” brand 

• Help redefine the case 

• From editorial shame to editorial tool 

 



Time’s Up! 
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